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Sir; 



This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed pursuant to 
37 C.F.R. §1.97 (c) before the mailing date of any of a final 
action under §1.113, a notice of allowance under §1.311, or an 
action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is accompanied by the 
statement as specified in 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e) (1), that each item of 
information contained in this information disclosure statement 
was first cited in any communication from the foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months prior to the filing of the information disclosure 
statement . 



The above-identified patent application has a counter part 
foreign patent application EP patent application No. 05007478.0- 
1234. An Office Action issued on February 14, 2006 for the 



counter part foreign application citing the references listed 
below, which were provided with the Office Action, and are being 
disclosed to the Patent and Trademark Office as information that 
may be material to the examination of the above-identified patent 
application . 



It is noted that the German reference DE 35 36 497A appears to 
have a U.S. equivalent in the U.S. Patent 4,672,187. 

Copies of these references are enclosed together with a Form PTO- 
1449 for the Examiner's use. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment for any 
fees associated with this communication or credit any over 
payment to Deposit Account No. 16-1350. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Reg. No. 44,004^ 

PERMAN & GREEN, LLP 
425 Post Road 
Fairfield, CT 06824 
Customer No. 2512 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service on the date indicated below as first class mail in an 
envelope address to the Commissioner of Patents, P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450. 



Date: 



^ Mar 2oo£? 



Signature : 




Person Making Deposit 
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Filing Date: 12/29/1999 Group: 2875 


U.S. PATENTS 


Initials 


Patent Number 


Issue Date 


Name 


Class 


Sub- 
class 


Filing date 




US 5,742,433 
US 4,672,187 


04/21/1998 
06/09/1987 


Shiono et al. 
Fujita et al. 


359 
250 


575 
201 


04/04/1996 
10/15/1985 








U.S. PATENT PUBLICATIONS 








Initials 


Publication No. 


Pub. Date 


Name 


Class 


Sub- 
class 


Filing Date 
















FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Initials 


Document Number 


Date 


Country 


Name 


Translation? 
YesANo/n/a 




DE 35 36 497 A 


12.10.1985 


Germany 


Fujita et al. 


NO 


OTHER DOCUMENTS (Title, Author, Date, Pages, Etc., if known) 
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Initial if reference was considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP. Mark through citation if not considered. 
Include a copy of this citation form with your next correspondence to the Applicant(s). 
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